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When a dancing-woman becomes too old or diseased, and
thus unable to perform her usual temple duties, she applies
to the temple authorities for permission to remove her ear-
pendants (todu}. The ceremony takes place at the palace of
the Maharaja. At the appointed spot the officers concerned
assemble, and the woman, seated on a wooden plank, pro-
ceeds to unhook the pendants, and places them, with a nagar
(gift) of twelve panams (coins), on the plank. Directly after
this she turns about, and walks away without casting a second
glance at the ear-ornaments which have been laid down. She
becomes immediately a taikkizhavi, or old mother, and is
supposed to lead a life of retirement and resignation. By way
of distinction, a dasl in active service is referred to as dtum-
pdtram. Though the ear-ornaments are at once returned to
her from the palace, the woman is never again permitted to
put them on, but only to wear the pampadam, or antiquated
ear-ornament of Tamil Sudra women. Her temple wages
undergo a slight reduction, consequent on her proved in-
capacity*

In some temples, as at Keralapuram, there are two
divisions of dancing-girls, one known as the muzakkudi, to
attend to the daily routine, the other as the chirappukudi, to
serve on special occasions. The special duties that may be
required of the South Travancore dasls are : (1) to attend
the two Utsavas at Padmanabhaswami's temple, and the
Dusserah at the capital; (2) to meet and escort members of
the royal family at their respective village limits; (3) to
undertake the prescribed fasts for the apamdrga ceremony
in connection with the annual festival of the temple. On
these days strict continence is enjoined, and they are fed at
the temple, and allowed only one meal a day.

The principal deities of the dancing-girls are those to
whom the temples, in which they are employed, are dedicated.
They observe the new and full moon days, and the last
Friday of every month, as important. The Onam, Sivaratri,
Tai-Pongal, Dipavali and Chitrapurnami are the best recog-
nised religious festivals. Minor deities, such as Bhadrakali,
Yakshi and Gandharva are worshipped by the figure of a
trident or sword being drawn on the wall of the house, to
which food and sweetmeats are offered on Fridays. The
priests on these occasions are ochchans. There are no recog-
nised headmen in the caste. The services of Brahmans are
resorted to for the purpose of purification, of nampiyans and